268                 ST GREGORY THE GREAT, P. C.         [MAR. xa

He extended his pastoral zeal and solicitude over all churches; and
he frequently takes notice that the care of the churches of the whole
world was entrusted to St Peter and his successors in the see of Rome.1
This authority he exerted in the oriental patriarchates.    A certain monk
having been accused of Manicheism, and beaten by the order of John,
the Patriarch of Constantinople, appealed to Pope Gregory, who sharply
reprimanded the patriarch, exhorting him to eject a certain wicked young
man by whom he suffered himself to be governed, and to do penance,
and telling him:  " If you do not keep the canons, I know not who you
are." 2   He absolved the monk, with his colleague, a priest, re-established
them in their monastery, and sent them back into the East, having received
their profession of faith.   He also absolved John, a priest of Chalcedon,
who had been unjustly condemned by the delegates of the patriarch.
Gregoria, a lady of the bed-chamber to the empress, being troubled with
scruples, wrote to St Gregory that she should never be at ease till he
should obtain of God, by a revelation, an assurance that her sins were
forgiven her.    To calm her disturbed mind, he sent her the following
answer:3   "You ask what is both difficult and unprofitable.    Difficult,
because I am unworthy to receive any revelation;   unprofitable, because
an absolute assurance of your pardon does not suit your state till you
can no longer weep for your sins.   You ought always to fear and tremble
for them, and wash them away by daily tears.   Paul had been taken up
to the third heaven, yet trembled lest he should become a reprobate.
Security is the mother of negligence."

The emperor forbade any to be admitted in monasteries who, having
been in office, had not yet given up their accounts, or who were engaged
in the military service. This order he sent to each of the patriarchs,
to be by them notified to all the bishops of their respective districts.
St Gregory, who was at that time sick, complied with the imperial mandate
so far as to order the edict to be signified to the western bishops, as appears
from a letter which he wrote to the emperor as soon as his health was re-
established. We learn from another letter, which he wrote some years
after to the bishops of the empire, that, on this occasion, he exhorted
the bishops to comply with the first part, and as to the second, not to
suffer persons engaged in the army to be admitted among the clergy or
to the monastic habit unless their vocation had been thoroughly tried for
the space of three years.

The Emperor Mauritius, having broken his league with the Avari,
a Scythian nation, then settled on the banks of the Danube,4 was defeated,
and obliged to purchase an ignominious peace. He also refused to ransom
the prisoners they had taken, though they asked at first only a golden
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